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CC: Creative Commons License, 2012. are also possible to download. The next Nordmedia conference will be in Oslo in 2013, and welcomes new submissions to the division.
We present six papers in this section. The order of presentation is based on ascending alphabetical family names by first authors. We shortly give an overview of the covered topics (in alphabetical order of family names).
Göran Bolin (Södertörn University, Stockholm, Sweden) seeks to develop the field theory of Pierre Bourdieu, and sharpen its critical potential by trying to qualify the field model in relation to the various fields of power in society. He also traces some of the influences of Marx's labour theory of value on field theory, arguing that Bourdieu's adoption of Marx's political-economic terminology creates a slight conceptual confusion concerning the concepts of value and capital and that this has resulted in some unintended consequences for Bourdieu's analysis.
Christian Fuchs (Uppsala University, Uppsala, Sweden) analyses Google as an example of the capitalist political economy of Internet corporations. He uses a further development of Dallas Smythe's audience commodity concept (the notion of the Internet prosumer commodity) that he combines with Marx's model of the capital accumulation cycle. He concludes that Google should be turned into a public service organization, for which a dialectical sublation of Google is needed.
Peter Jakobsson and Fredrik Stiernstedt (Södertörn University, Stockholm, Sweden) discuss the relevance of the notion of the digital commons for changes in new media policies. They analyse how the new media industries has adopted the language of commons, openness, and participation for its own neoliberal ideology and practices that no longer absolutely defend intellectual property, but try to establish a new capital accumulation model (the authors speak of a platform model) that creates new profit possibilities for online content distribution services like Google, YouTube, Spotify, Facebook, Voddler, Christina Neumayer (IT University, Copenhagen, Denmark) analyses online discussions about anti-fascist protests that took place in Dresden in February 2011. The case involves a YouTube video that shows how German right-wing extremists that attack a house, in which people, who live an alternative lifestyle, reside, with bricks. Christina conducted a discourse analysis of the discussions that took place in the comment section of this video and stresses aspects of ideology and propaganda.
Johan Söderberg and Adel Daoud (University of Gothenburg, Gothenburg, Sweden) provide a political economic critique of the information exceptionalism hypothesis that says that information is a special good that therefore needs to be treated in specific ways. They argue that this assumption results in a limitation of the critique of private property to the informational realm and neglects the critique of private property relations in the physical realm. They discuss the Rep-rap project for underpinning their argument and call for expanding the critique of the intellectual property rights.
Bjarki Valtysson (IT University, Copenhagen, Denmark) analyzes if Facebook constitutes a public sphere. He discusses Habermas' public sphere concept and applies it to the realm of social networking sites. The analysis focuses on identifying and discussing aspects and potentials of colonization of the lifeworld and emancipation from colonization on Facebook. There is a particular focus on the analysis of user consciousness that the author derives at with the help of interviews with Danish Facebook users aged 20-25 years.
Göran Bolins' overall assessment of the session and the papers:
If Walter Benjamin at the turn of the century 1900 could observe a shift in the status of art and cultural objects due to the introduction of technologies of technological reproduction, we can well say that we today live in an age of digital reproduction. This shift, argued Benjamin, resulted in some dramatic changes in the ways in which cultural objects were perceived, and also had consequences for their relation to capitalist production. The same can be said about the present, where we today are facing new business models connected to the fact that increasing parts of our lives are acted out in digital environments on social networking sites, through mobile phones and other personal media such as Wi-Fi-connected laptops and tablet computers. The consequences of these changes are manifold, and concern questions of labour, ownership, creativity, capital accumulation, geo-location, expropriation, exploitation, the relations between our public and private lives, between systems and lifeworld. Some of these questions are dealt with in the papers for this special section, and they each in their own way bear witness to the increased need to understand critically the economic, organizational, legal and social dynamics of contemporary communication technologies in times of rapid restructurings of the media and culture industries.
